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The services are so vital to a newspaper 
“that only a handful of the nation's 1,754 dailiea 


: ‘ . . ‘try to get along wit! £ least f th 
AP, UPI Fi ght Wiercely. cue More pana ein fale wsee ee 


For Front-Page Space 


As They Cover World - 


‘But Decline of Big Dailies, 


. ferences. To beat tha competition on a Presi- 


t 


New Rivals Pose Problems 


Cost of Crisis-Reporting, 


vices froin hoth AP and UPI. 


But for all their success and their power, ' 
‘the wire services have their problems. Their - 
cost of news gathering is rising in these times. 
of frequent crises and far-flung wars, The two. 


services spend more than $1.3 million a year 


AP and UPI, is steadily declining, And the 
‘competition between the two services is so cut- 
‘throat that they have trouble rajaing their 
Tates, though UPI has just raised its by 10% 


:reporting on the war in Vietnam, where four of : 
| their photographers have been killed and i9- 
ovher staffers wounded. Yet the number of big. 
_city papers, tho major. source of revenue for’ 
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The Ghost of 1918 
UPI didn't look quite so good on the nex 
Presidential trip to Dallas, on Feb. 27, | 
‘That time, the UPI story—not by Mr. Smith— 
‘began: a 

DALLAS (UPI) — President Johnson: 
nuade a. suddcn, awift trip to Dallas today, *j 
his first ‘since the assassination of Presie 
dent John I’, Kennedy on Nov. 22, 1963. He. | 
-rode in a motorcade past the Schoolbook: 
Depository Building from where Kennedy 
was shot to death and commented: 

“It's good to be back.” 


Mr, Johnson's arrival at the airport, caused 
Rasps when it came over UPI tickers in “news- 
‘rooms around the world, UPI rushed out a sub’ 
alitute lead eliminating the "unfortunate juxta- 


Tha statement, actually made earlier on|- 


position." 

UPT has a reputation among critics in some 
newsrooms for inaccuracy and overexeber:, 
ance. Its biggest poof occurred in 1918 when: 


| See 
; and AP plans an 11% risa next month. 
» “ . H 2 
‘The View From Pierre, : S.D. ' "T don’t know of two outfits moro destruc. 
| jtively devoted to the American. principle of 


.ifree-enterprise competition than AP and UPT,” 


By A, KENT MACDOUGALL 


1 
4 - Btaff Reporter of Txu Way StrzzrJournay _tifle of senior editor. “Competition in news International, reported the signing of the 
{ 


Armistice four days early. “We're still living 
down the premature Armistice," complains H.” 
Roger Tatarian, UPI’s vice president and edi-, 


Merriman. Smith is the While House corre- gathering drives expenses up, and competition 
spondent fot United Press International. He in selling drives income down.” " 
Irides in Presidential motorcades. Ho faYS “Downholding”’ Expenses . 5 
‘Thank you, Mr. President” to end press con- The result is a cost squeeze that causes the tor. Indeed, some newspaper editors still are, 
services periodically to “downhold” expenses, reluctant to run a UPI scoop until they sce it: 
as wire service men say in the parlanco of confirmed on AP. Bee 
‘a story via walkie-talkie while perched in @ their trade, by not filling vacancies and cutting . AP, conversely, got tabbed long ago with: 
tree, His byline appears in newspapers the corners in other ways. Despite the downhold, !D¢ing dependable but stodgy. But some news- 
world over. “I have a front-row seat at his- the AP, a cooperative owned by ‘its newspa-,P2Permen Say. that this reputation is no more 
‘tory,"" he says. per members, increasingly has trouble break-'deserved than is UPI's. “Both services have ; 

Gary Drewes is the bureau manager of the ing even, And UPI, 95% owned by ©, Ww.{ttied to correct their weaknesses,” says Mr. 


‘dential trip to the Philippines he once dictated 


‘one-man UPI bureau at Pierre, §.D. He seldom Scripps Co, and 5% by Hearst Corp., has lost: Pates of the San Francisco Chronicle. 4 | 
gets far from his one-room office. He does money every year since 1962. Lately there have | Many editors quickly excuse stodginess an 
much of his work by phone, Even if a plane been recurring rumors that UPI is for sale,’ Mistakes of fact from both ee ew 
crashes in his territory, he covers it by phone, Mims Thomason, UPI president and general ‘eporting and writing under fire are icult. « 
The only paper his work regularly appears in Manager, says the wire service recently ree- ANd many newspaper managements have a! 
is the Deadwood-Lead Pioneer-Times é Call, ceived ‘fantastic’ offers from two companies. *eputation as pennypinchers that will put up: 
‘One of his daily chores is to phone in for the he won’t name. But one rumored suitor -says' almost baited a has He Sones pen, 
.water level and discharge at five local reser- UPI approached it and was rebuffed. - foes oak pes Pe a 7 EE to give a” 
voirs, ‘I'm getting sick of reservoirs,” he says.‘ The Associated Press spent $57 million last. eLTTiT wie? © quaity - on Pe eee 
That's the way the wire services operate. Year, about $7 million more than UPI spent; 5 ne ae ane i se ee es at 
They cover the globe, telling tho world of war AP has 3,100 full-time employes, more than; Bet t ae vid Mey eae rom be as ype ts | 
and peaco and fishermen or reservoir levels, ‘half of them newsmen, and UPI has 2,400, most, et automalieally, Says ine : Bre a 
The two major U.S. services — United Press of them newsmen. The services claim that’ ecutive editor tiene Louisville Courler-Journa 
International and Associated Presa provide these reporters turn out 7.6 million words a 2nd the Loulaville Times, ee 
Americans with 75% of the state, national and day. This figure 18 open to dispute, however, | The Loulsville dailies, which Mr. Tsaaes 
international news they read in papers and because it includes separate counts for each numbers eee eh a or 80 haa spe a SHE 
listen to on radio and telovision. They fight story each time it gocs out. Major stories go soar Se Bra Rule iis : Bee rae 
each other fiercely for front-page space and ‘out on a dozen or so different state, national i pe I : iy ee ae Dea = aie 
ato end Inter natloney: Mine ca the eave ete ar six top investigative re- 
The reporters work under pressure, and: put however many words they produce, the porters” saya, Mc. deiaes, Whatie more, he 
they make a Int of mistakes, (Last fall, for wire service newsmen work hard and fast. aavac dhesLoulavllle panera Vow! ake a6 Inany 
instance, the AP incorrectly began a dispatch!| 4. soon as Merriman Smith says ‘Thank you. aust baa a eeragloen THAT tiie a lanes Heed 
“Franco was forced into devaluation of itsiye, president," he has to dash to a phone and Soe AP and UPL. ; 
franc Friday . . .") They havo clients of all-gictate a comprehensive, lucid report ,on ‘the oe = 
political leanings, and they try to be as neu- wide-ranging press conference. It is, he says, bWhat'’s News in Akron 
tral and falr--some say bland--as posaible. a, nerve-wracking chore." The supplemental services, which stress ins 
They ara chronically understaffed, especially. ‘terpretation, analysis and background, are an 
‘UPI, so few reporters have time to think about increasing headache for the already troubled 
and interpret the events they cover, : mai wire services, The three leading supplementals 
Yet, says Gordon Pates, managing editor ot Tee oon for Freee iancs ive wove han | operated by the New York Times, the Los 
the San Francisco Chronicle, “both services do. 1 t119 of words. In 1963, when President Ken-| Angeles Times jointly with the Washington 
pretty well under trying circumstances.” ‘ ee : | Post, and the Chicago Daily News jointly with 


nedy was assassinated, Mr. Smith and the AP's 
rer of the Press ; torcade, At the sound'{ the Chicago Sun-Times — have 400 newspaper 
athe wien aclu ide ed release ' sents in the U.S. and 200 overseas. ‘ 


The wire services have the power to shrink of shots, My. Smith grabbed the car's radio-[ 

an event into insiznificance or blow it up into phone and dictated i bulletin,, Then, in the The Beacon Journal, in Akron, Die, Sets all 
fame or infamy. Twice dally cach service pré-pest wire service tradition, he ducked under| three supplementals along with the AP wires, 
‘pares a list of stories, called the news budget.tn, gashboard and kept the phone from a fran- land executive editor and publisher Ben Maid 
which most newspapers and broadcasters—es-lti¢ and furious Mr. Bell. There are stories that |. enburg says that he prefers “if at all possible 

pecially outside the biggest citles—rely on Inyey, synith emerged bruised. and battered by| to publish no AP stories on the paper's front 
evaluating the day's news. In following thar, Goll, but Mi. Smith now denies this. Mr. | Page. He says that the supplemental services, 
budget's judgments and giving tho biggest gmit-won a Pulitzor Prize for his coverage of | besides being more analytical go only to him 
headlino to the top el bs newapaneritho assassination: * : oe pS aah o-oo nel SY aietione 0 ie area, 
edjtor has the comforting knowlcedgo that ho's:; Be sepa : - : 5 spapei 

ta atsp with hundreds of kane euechFor Release 2004/09/03 : CIA-RDP88-01314RQQ830024005-9v2" he asks. wr 


Mr. Smith's constant aim is te do a story 
‘better and faster than Frank Cormier, the AP 


gn a 


Gont*nued 


says Louis Cassels, a top UPT reporter with the United Press, a predecessor of United Press. . 


